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An unconventional move from a 
traditional house in a leafy London 
suburb to an industrial loft has proved  
a masterstroke for this interior designer

Words HELEN KIRWAN-TAYLOR  Photography ANDREW BEASLEY

Living area  The open-plan 
space is divided into three 

areas by key pieces: the 
kitchen island, the ‘Bermuda’ 

dining table from Asplund 
and the ‘Picasso’ sofa from 

The  Sofa & Chair Company.  
The pared-back aesthetic  
is balanced by Douglas fir 

flooring from Dinesen  
Stockist details on p297 ➤



ead out from the buzz of London’s 
Edgware Road into the labyrinth of 
concrete and glass, where warehouses 
mingle with office blocks, and you’ll find 

this former Pirelli tyre factory. It once churned out tyres for Spitfire 
planes, but now contains this loft apartment owned by interior 
designer Nia Morris, co-founder of Cloud Studios. It was the only 
flat she viewed last summer. ‘I realised it was a risky proposition, 
but basically I walked in, loved it and bid that day,’ she says.  

The challenge was to turn the 1,150-square-foot commercial 
space into a two-bedroom apartment that could, at a pinch, house 
Nia and partner Paul Baines, a paediatrician, plus three of her 
children, aged between 16 and 22. What clinched the deal were the 
windows, facing south and east. ‘The flat is bathed in light all day 
long,’ she says. Loft living also lured the designer with a creative 
challenge. ‘I wanted to try gritty industrial urban,’ she says. ‘I was 
living in a traditional house in Primrose Hill, where the kids had 
grown up. This move was about shaking things up.’

In this spirit, Nia has worked to enhance the loft’s existing edgy 
aesthetic. The windows, previously white, are now Farrow & Ball’s 
‘Off-Black’. Unable to have recessed downlighting in the solid-
concrete ceilings, she used exposed galvanised conduits to cover 
the electric cables. To preserve the simplicity of the flat’s layout, 
in keeping with its utilitarian backdrop, she installed a floor-to-
ceiling door, which is the only thing separating the large main 
living space from the hall and the kitchen.

Years spent designing high-end family houses in London and 
abroad have given Nia a detailed knowledge of the practicalities 
of everyday living. Her problem-solving skills (she’s a former 

lawyer) are evident as soon as you step through the doorway. On 
the left is a hanging unit purpose-built for her bike. To the right 
are large pegs, with storage and a bench underneath, that can hold 
plenty of kit. The main living room, which doubles as a home office, 
contains an old steel plan chest that Nia found in a disused cinema 
in Wandsworth. ‘Each drawer is for a different client,’ she says. 

Nia’s two biggest investments were the Douglas fir floors and a 
graphite Bulthaup kitchen (bulthaup.com). To counter the 
intimidatingly high ceilings, she has hung lights in various sizes. 
The living space contains two giant pendants that came flat-packed 
from Dutch company Ay Illuminate, while over the dining-room 
table there’s a row of small black ‘Ball’ lights by Michael Anastassiades 
(michaelanastassiades.com). ‘I like playing with scale,’ she explains.   

The house also has to accommodate a bedroom for Nia’s daughter 
Millie. The solution is an area carved from the living room, with  
a newly added full-height glass window. Nia’s two older boys – 
Charlie, 20, and Harry, 22 – crash on the sofa when they sleep over. 
Textiles, including a faded rug from Moroso (moroso.it), an oversize 
cushion by B&B Italia (bebitalia.com) and silver leather poufs by 
Dosa (dosainc.com), soften any of the space’s hard edges.

In Nia’s bedroom, an entire wall is covered in exotically patterned 
cream-and-silver wallpaper. ‘I was a bit afraid of having lizards on 
the wall, but I think it works really well,’ she says. Venetian mirrors 
on either side of the bed add a romantic touch that is offset by a 
pink ‘Ro’ chair by Jaime Hayon for Fritz Hansen (fritzhansen.com).  

In the two bathrooms, the floor is tiled using five contrasting 
designs by Surface (surfacetiles.com). It’s a play on industrial tiling 
but, like everything else in this flat, it is meticulously planned.   
cloudstudios.co.uk

From far left ‘Ptolomeo’ 
bookcases by Bruno Rainaldi 

(try Twentytwentyone) 
disguise a supporting 

column, as well as separating 
the seating area from the 

kitchen and dining space; 
Nia designed the hanging 

unit that houses her 
Brompton bike herself; two 

giant ‘Z1’pendants from  
Ay Illuminate suit the living 

space’s high ceilings
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Bedroom Daughter 
Millie’s room is a 

seven-square-metre 
space carved from the 
living room. A simple 

staircase leads to a double 
loft bed, with a small 

workspace underneath

Clockwise from here  
The mirrored dressing table  
is from B&T Antiques; the  
‘Aim’ pendant light by Flos 
creates a contemporary feel; 
white metro-style tiles in  
the bathroom are teamed 
with various designs from 
Surface on the floor; large 
wooden hooks by Lars 
Tornøe for Muuto hang above 
a bespoke wooden bench 
Stockist details on p297 ➤

‘Having lived in a 
traditional house,  

I wanted to try gritty 
industrial urban. 

This move was about 
shaking things up’



Main bedroom Wallpaper 
from Timorous Beasties on 

one wall makes a subtle 
statement in the pared-back 

scheme. Twin early-19th-
century Venetian-style 

mirrors enhance the paper’s 
silver tones and bounce light 

around the room. Nia 
spray-painted her bed  

to update its look. The side 
tables are from Minotti   

Stockist details on p297  ED

T H E  P L A N

M Y  S T Y L E
I love this house because of the 
light and constantly changing 
views of the sky. I was instantly 
sold on it thanks to the wall of 
windows in the living space. I like 
the vibrancy of the area, too.
My favourite memory is of the 
birthday party I held here a few 
days after we moved in. This is  
a brilliant place for entertaining.
My biggest must-have is a well- 
functioning space. I spent a lot  
of time working out how we’d live  
in the flat. All the thought really 
paid off; there were no surprises.
Something that would never 
cross the threshold is anything 
too coordinated. I like places  
to look fairly random, though in 
reality I agonise over every object.
I would always spend money 
on timeless well-made pieces. I 
try to buy a few things I’ll love in 
20 years rather than lots of stuff.
I would always save money by 
upcycling and buying from less 
well-known designers, such as my 
bar stools from Junction Fifteen.
My best piece of style advice  
is to be brave with scale. Over- or 
undersize items can help create 
drama, but not everything has  
to make an impact.
I would never part with the 
mirrors in my bedroom. They’ve 
moved everywhere with me.
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